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NEWSLETTER

A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Hi everyone,
We have a busy season ahead ,starting with

our annual Symposium on Friday 17th July, &
and the Young Rural Ambassador Dinner in _'
the evening. This will be followed a fortnight

later by the Boots and Black Tie Ball and a
week later the Spring Show Season starts.
Also in the same week our Young Judges and
Paraders and last year’s Rural Ambassador,
George Seppelt, go to the Brisbane Royal
Show (the Ekka) and we wish them every
success up there. A few more of our shows
and then it will be the Royal Adelaide Show,
with the remainder of the Spring shows
following on until mid November. Although
hectic at times, | enjoy it all immensely and
will be attending as many as | can. Let’s
hope for some great weather and big
crowds!!

Cheers, Michael. N ,
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SYMPOSIUM

Every July country show volunteers come together at the Adelaide Showground to discuss issues affecting
our shows. Join us for a day of networking and information.

The SA Country Shows Symposium is on Friday the 17th of July, followed by the Youth Presentation Dinner
which includes the Young Rural Ambassador Award State Finals, presentation of National Young Judges

representatives and winner of the Innovation Award.

Register for the Symposium with Kaye, secretary@sacountryshows.com

ANTRY o
o %,
%
w - w
2026 Program
Friday, 17 July — Lower Secretary’s Building

9:00 am REGISTRATION & COFFEE
9:20 am Welcome — Michael Scott
9:30 am Volunteers

{TBC)
9:50 am Community Health

Cathy Smith, Skylight
10:10 am Al for Country Shows

Leanne Isaacson, Savvy Al Solutions
10:30 am One Music

Amy Barnwell, Sarah Eaton & Noah Heys (Zoom)
10:50 am BREAK
11:10 am RA&IIS

Head of Agriculture — Peter Rogge
11:30 am 123TIX

Tarry Wilcher, CEO
11:50 am Investment Ideas for Country Shows

Morgans (presenter name to be confirmed)
12:10 pm YOUNG RURAL AMBASSADOR STATE FINALISTS INTRODUCTIONS

Peter Angus
12:30 pm Q & A — Preset Questions!

Executive
12:50 pm LUNCH pra
1:40 pm ASA ‘

Heather Earney, Program & Development Lead ASA
2:00 pm Innovation Award @*

Michael Scott, President ASC d \:# A
2:20 pm RURAL AMBASSADOR SYDNEY EXCHANGE REPORT

2025 Rural Ambassador Finalists

2:40 pm SA Next Generation
Caitlin Marshall, President SANG

3:00 pm Constitution
Amanda Lock, Vice President ASC

3:20 pm Networking
Executive
4:00pm CLOSE

Corporate Government of South Australia

Partner

T Show Society
: FOUNDATION

Department of Primary Industries
and Regions

| Blue Ribbon Sponsors Angove Wines | Creative Native | Laucke | Gallagher | Manassen Foods | Nutrien Ag Solutions | RM Williams | Stock Journal | Showmens’ Guild SA




Nine talented young South Australians have earned the opportunity to represent the state at the 2026 Agricultural
Shows Australia National Young Judges Championships, to be held from 6-10 August at the Royal Queensland

Show (Ekka).

Each competitor secured their place by winning their respective South Australian Young Judges State Final at the
Royal Adelaide Show, earning the honour of competing against the nation's best in their chosen discipline on the

national stage.

The National Young Judges Championships are hosted by a different state each year, with Queensland Ag Shows
hosting this year's event during the Ekka.

We congratulate our South Australian representatives on their outstanding achievement and wish them every

SPOTLIGHT ON YOUTH
South Australian Young Judges Head to the Ekka

success as they proudly represent South Australia at the national championships.

Josh Wiltshire - Youth Competitions Coordinator

Gwendolyn Van Zwol, 19, Mt Pleasant | Merino Fleece Young
Judges

Gwendolyn Van Zwol is a second-year Animal Science student
at Adelaide University. She grew up on a small property with
sheep, cattle and horses and became heavily involved in
agricultural competitions through school, the SA Sheep Expo
and the Royal Adelaide Show. Now the 2026 Mount Pleasant
Young Rural Ambassador, Gwendolyn also serves on the Mount
Pleasant Show and SA Next Generation committee.

"These competitions are so important in giving young people
an opportunity to learn and grow without needing years of
experience behind them," Gwendolyn said. "If | could give any
advice, it would be to put yourself out there and have a go,
because you never know what opportunity might present

itself"
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Maddison Hann, 17, Lucindale | Beef Cattle Paraders

Maddison hails from a seedstock and commercial cattle
operation. Her family runs Angus and Brangus/Ultrablack
cattle and sell around 150 bulls each year.

Through showing cattle at local, junior and Royal shows across
Australia, the year 12 student has developed a love for cattle
handling, beef production, cattle breeding and genetics.

"It's important to have paraders' competitions because the
skills I've learnt competing are the same skills required for
good stock handling and stockmanship," Maddison said.
Maddison plans to travel to North America and Canada in the
future to learn more about global beef production systems and
bring new knowledge back home.
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SPOTLIGHT ON YOUTH

Olivia Baker, 19, Furner | Beef Cattle Young Judges

Olivia Baker grew up showing cattle through her family's Simmental stud, Woonallee
Simmentals. Competing since the age of eight, Olivia has developed a strong interest
in the beef industry and hopes to study veterinary science in the future. She's
currently a receptionist at the Kingston Veterinary Clinic as well as a mat and reformer
Pilates instructor at EJ studio in Penola and The Mat Method in Furner.

Olivia's biggest show ring achievement came last year when she won the 2025 National
Champion Parader in Adelaide.

"Showing cattle has helped me build confidence, develop my skills and make lifelong
connections in the industry," Olivia said.

Charlotte Poker, 24, Adelaide Hills | Meat Breeds Sheep Young Judges

Charlotte Poker found her way into agriculture through sheep showing at Urrbrae Agricultural
High School and went on to complete a Bachelor of Agricultural Science at the University of
Adelaide.

She now works with Thomas Foods International as a Livestock Administrator, while still staying
involved in shows and associate judging across South Australia.

"l don't come from a farming background, but | have been fortunate to receive strong support
from people within the industry. | also believe these competitions play a vital role in giving
students from non-farming backgrounds, like myself, the opportunity to gain hands-on
experience within the industry and build connections with stud breeders," Charlotte said.
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Chris Thompson, 19, Mitcham | Dairy Cattle Paraders

Chris is in his second year at the University of Adelaide studying
Animal Science and works in a dairy in his spare time.

His first ever show experience was at the Royal Adelaide Show, with
Mount Pleasant Show marking his debut as an exhibitor.

"l fell in love with agriculture through my grandparents' property and
have never looked back since," Chris said.

In 2025 he represented South Australia in young judges at the Royal
Adelaide Show. His highlight so far is winning Grand Champion Heifer
at the 2026 SA Calf Day.

William Phillpott, 20, Murray Bridge | Dairy Cattle Young Judges

William Phillpott discovered dairy at age 11 through the South Australia
Dairy Youth Camp at the Adelaide Showgrounds.

Coming from a non-farming background, he quickly developed an
interest in the industry and now works full time at Daish Irrigation and
Fodder while milking cows on weekends and competing in dairy shows
across SA and Victoria. He is the 2026 Southern Shows Association Rural
Ambassador runner-up.

"These opportunities are so important to me as they open up other
opportunities for the future. Having more opportunities to network,
connect and work with likeminded and passionate people within the
dairy community is all | want to do," William said

William is also a keen horseman and has represented SA at a national
level for show jumping.
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SPOTLIGHT ON YOUTH

Ryan Philp, 16, Manoora [Merino Sheep Young Judges

Ryan Philp is a Year 11 student (and self-described cricket
tragic) raised on a cropping and Merino sheep operation. Ryan
got his start in agricultural shows through the South Australian
School Merino Wether Challenge at the Royal Adelaide Show
and has since competed in young judges competitions across
South Australia.

In 2025 he won the Merino Young Judges competition and
placed second in Merino Fleece Judging at the Royal Adelaide
Show in his first year in the senior age category.

"These competitions are important because they help build
skills and connections that will benefit me for life and in a
future career in agriculture," Ryan said.

Ruth Johnson, 16, Strathabyn | Poultry Young Judges
Ruth Johnson is the Strathalbyn Show Young Rural
Ambassador.

She competes at country shows across SA, and volunteers
with the South Australian Poultry Association at the Royal
Adelaide Show. Ruth is a high school student working part time
at MitrelO, with plans to study at university and become an
accredited judge. Her highlight so far has been winning Junior
Best Bird in Show.

"| started competing to gain experience in judging and handling
poultry, and I've really enjoyed learning along the way," Ruth
said.

Charlotte Chambers, 22, Netherby | Grains Young Judges

Charlotte is in her final year of a Bachelor of Civil Engineering
and works as an Undergraduate Structural Engineer. She
started grain judging in 2024, placing third, before winning the
competition in 2025 after building on her grain classification
experience at Viterra (now Bunge). Agriculture runs through
her family, from farming at Alford through to agronomy and
grain consultancy roles.

"For me, this competition brings me closer to the world my
family lives and breathes," Charlotte said.
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20 YEARS OF THE YOUNG RURAL AMBASSADOR AWARD

In 2006 the first state final for the Young Rural Ambassador Award (YRA) was held with nine state finalists from across South Australia.
The first winner was awarded to John Nicholas and a state final has been held every year, with the exception of 2020, due to the COVID-
19 Pandemic.

2026 marks the milestone of 20 years of the award, which was created to identify and encourage young people aged between 16 and 19
years of age involved with country shows to recognise their contributions and develop their skills. The award provides young people a
forum to express their views through education and experience, and to develop closer links with the primary industries in South
Australia.

For the first three years from 2006 until 2008, the title was the Young Rural Ambassador Youth Award, which was a little convoluted to
say and write. So in 2009 the name was changed to Young Rural Ambassador Award, to complement the Rural Ambassador Award.

The award serves as a stepping stone into the Rural Ambassador Award (RA) for 20- to 30-year-olds, and we have had many YRA state
finalists enter the RA state finals, which has been incredibly pleasing and highlighting succession planning is working in local rural and
regional communities.

Currently on the SA Next Generation Executive Committee, 12 of the 14 members are past YRA state finalists, including 5 state winners.

Planning is well underway for the 2026 state final with 8 finalists competing for the honour of winning the 20" YRA state final. We wish
all of them the very best and hope they enjoy the educational experiences and networking opportunities offered to them.

Below is the honour roll of past YRA state winners, with representation from 5 of the 7 show associations.

Peter Angus
Young Rural Ambassador Award State Coordinator

Young Rural Ambassador Award State Winners
Honour Roll

2006 Northern Orroroo Show John Nicholas 10 Year Reunion Young Rural Ambassador Award

2007 South East & Border  Kingston Emily Coote State Winners

2008 Central Tanunda Crystal Rudiger ey cronbrow et torght

2009 Murray Lands Pinnaroo Jeremy Schutz McKeely Denholm (Maney) 2012 and Peter Angus.

2010 Northern Kapunda & Light William Denholm Second row left to right:

2011 Northern Gawler Aaron Bain A e o Nichotae 2006 0

2012 South East & Border ~ Mundulla McKeely Maney Third row left to right:

2013 South East & Border  Keith & Tintinara Carly Gogel Carly Gogel 2013 and Jeremy Schutz 2009.

2014 Northern Melrose Alistair Keller

2015 Northern Eudunda Kahlia Jenke

2016 Southern Coonalpyn Caitlin Marshall

2017 South East & Border  Mundulla Lachy Johnson

2018 Central Mt Pleasant Caitlin Heppner

2019 Northern Eudunda Garry Schutz

2020 N/A

2021 Central Mt Pleasant Jacqui Palk

2022 Northern Clare Cody Jones

2023 Northern Gawler Mackenzie Wilson

2024 Southern Murray Bridge Elsie Johnson

2025 South East & Border  Naracoorte Shayla Lepse

2006 Runner-up Emily Braybrook
and winner John Nicolas
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2025 RURAL AMBASSADOR ON TOUR

From Country Shows to the Commonwealth: A Year of Learning, Leadership and Opportunity
by George Seppelt, 2025 State Winner

My travels began in New South Wales with visits to the Guyra Show and the Sydney Royal Easter Show as part of the Rural
Ambassador Exchange Program. Guyra showcased the universal passion of volunteers, with strong community involvement
across livestock, fleece and pavilion competitions. | was welcomed warmly and valued the chance to assist across the
grounds and learn from their committee.

At the Sydney Royal Easter Show, we gained rare behind-the-scenes insight into the operations of Australia’s largest
agricultural event. Meeting RAS staff, touring restricted areas and learning about the logistics behind major attractions —
including the Freestyle Motocross team — highlighted the scale and professionalism required to deliver world-class
entertainment. Conversations with ambassadors and volunteers from across Australia revealed shared priorities: recruiting
volunteers, succession planning, youth engagement and balancing tradition with innovation.

| was also honoured to attend the 2026 Primary Industries and Regions Forum as a guest of PIRSA. The forum broadened my
understanding of South Australia’s primary industries and reinforced the vital role shows play in showcasing agriculture and
inspiring future involvement.

Back home, attending the Northern, Southern and Central Agricultural Shows Association dinners confirmed the exceptional
calibre of this year’s Young Rural Ambassador and Rural Ambassador entrants. Their enthusiasm and leadership give me
great confidence in the future of our show movement. As my term enters its final months, | look forward to the SA Country
Shows Symposium and Young Rural Ambassador Dinner, followed by representing South Australia at the National Rural
Ambassador Competition at the Ekka. A personal highlight will be celebrating the 150th anniversary of my own Jamestown
Show — an extraordinary milestone for a community I’'m proud to serve as Vice President.

My year will conclude in Cape Town at the Royal Agricultural Societies of the Commonwealth Conference, where | will
represent South Australia and Australia on the international stage. I'm excited to bring home new ideas and insights to
strengthen our shows into the future.

Reflecting on this year, one message stands out: agricultural shows are incubators of leadership, custodians of rural heritage
and vital connectors between agriculture and the wider community. Investing in opportunities for young people — through
programs like the Young Rural Ambassador and Rural Ambassador competitions — is essential to ensuring a strong future.

Thank you to everyone who has supported me throughout this journey: volunteers, committees, Agricultural Shows
Australia, the RAS of NSW, the Guyra Show Society, PIRSA and the many individuals who have shared their knowledge and
encouragement. This year has deepened my pride in being part of Australia’s agricultural show movement.

Serving as the South Australian Rural Ambassador has been one of the greatest honours of my life. Over the past year I've
represented our state’s agricultural shows locally, interstate and soon internationally —meeting dedicated volunteers,
industry leaders and passionate young people who share a commitment to rural communities. This year has reinforced that
agricultural shows are far more than a single weekend; they connect communities, preserve traditions and inspire future
leaders.
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ASSOCIATION AMBASSADOR FINALS

NOR THERN

Northern Agricultural Shows Association Northern Agricultural Shows Association
Young Rural Ambassador finalists Rural Ambassador finalists

South East of SA & Border Show Societies Association South East of SA & Border Show Societies Association
Young Rural Ambassador finalists Rural Ambassador finalists

1
. " |
Central Districts Shows Association Southern Country Shows Association
Rural Ambassador and Young Rural Ambassador Finals Rural Ambassador and Young Rural Ambassador Finals
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AROUND THE SHOWS
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NEXT GEN NEWS

SA Next Gen starts off each year with our annual Committee Planning Day in February, where we map
out the year ahead and build a jam-packed calendar of events. From country show visits and networking
events to educational workshops, Young Farmer Challenges, bursaries, dinners and regular meetings,
there's always something happening!

We kicked off the year at the SA Sheep Expo, where we hosted a Young Farmer Challenge for
participants. It was a fantastic opportunity to combine agricultural education with hands-on, fast-paced
fun, giving competitors the chance to test their skills in an entertaining team challenge.

Our committee and members also headed to the picturesque Yorke Peninsula for our annual regional
trip. The weekend was packed with networking, educational tours across a range of agricultural and
hortiacultural businesses, and visits to local showgrounds. Alongside plenty of laughs and great
company, it was a valuable opportunity to learn more about our primary industries and the communities
that bring us together.

We've had an incredible start to the year—but we're only just getting started!

Coming up, we're excited to host our Boots and Black Tie Ball, a fantastic evening of networking and
celebrating young people making a difference in agriculture and their volunteer communities. Join us on
Saturday 1st August at the Adelaide Pavilion. Your ticket includes food, drinks, entertainment and
inspiring guest speakers.

If there's one event you don't want to miss, though, it's our Youth in Ag Day at the Royal Adelaide Show!
This year's event will be held on 5th September 2026. Come along to watch the Young Farmer Challenge
Quiz on the Goyder Pavilion Main Stage at 11:00 am, then cheer on competitors in the State Young
Farmer Challenge at 6:00 pm in the Main Arena before the night show.

Want to keep up with everything we're doing or get involved? Follow us on social media and come along
to one of our events—we'd love to see you there!

Facebook @sanextgen
Website www.sanextgen.com

PRESENTS + f

2026 BOOTS, \

ADELAIDE PAVILION

$125 MEMBERS $130 NON-MEMBERS
Ticket includes 3 course meal, 5 hour driuks package. and
au evening qull of fun % enter taiment !.

TICKETS AVAIABIE\IAQZTIX G
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https://kor01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sanextgen.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ca556c19b252c41df38e308ded81c57c0%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639185813608296474%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wSmDb2gwH7aXtTASrv7vk7qIrkE93mr%2BOBauWVgenN0%3D&reserved=0

Did you know...?

You can find all of these useful documents, results forms, sponsor notes, entry forms and more in the
Member Login area of the SA Country Shows website. Speak to your show or association secretary if you
need information from the Member Login portal.

Hiosme: About Lis w SA Counlry Shaws Show Associabions Competitions «~ Contacl

FORMS AND USEFUL DOCUMENTS

Policies and Procedures Forms

Association Govermnance Chart * Show Contact informabion

Adlthaority to Som Policy

By Laws

Chilel Safely Policy

Code of Conduct

Committes Attendance Pollcy

Committes Confidenbiality Policy

Commilles Mambar Recrusiment Policy

Conduc! of Apreullunsl Show Compelitions - Guidelines
Conflicl of inleres! Palicy

Constitution

Cooxery Compoetilion Policy

Drspote Resolubion Policy

Electrane Comunlinication and Technotogy e Pokcy
Eqquipenent Use Policy

Expense Remmbursement Policy

Fraud Frevention Podoy

Grwvance Folicy

Induction Policy

Legal Compliance Poboy

Mada Relations Pelsy

Frivacy Policy

Risk Managsment Folicy

Sexual Harassmenl Policy

Social Meda Policy

Sponsafshin Policy

Sub-Committess Policy

Warkplace Builying Pobicy

Young Judges and Paraders Rodes and Responsioilibes.

Sub-committees

& Additional Meads and Disatdity Engagement Sub-Commilies
= Dinngf Sub-Commilles

o Fundraissng Sub-Commulies

= SputhAustralan Rural Ambassador Award Sub-Committes

» Young Judges and Paraders Sub-Committee

Adverse Weather Protection Fund

(AWPF)

= - Fund Managemen| Rules
& Chadklist for Shows

SA Country Shows Assistance
Program

» 54 Country Shows Assistnce Program informalion

Delagales Registration Form

2027 Exetulve Nonmwnation Formy

Gate Tekings Fosm 2026

Website Updats Form

SACS Slals Template

Genaral incident Report Form - Property Damage Only

For your show book or website

Bannad Ilems Country Shows

Sponsorstim Thank You Mot As portrat POF
Sponsorship Tnank You Mote As portrat JPEG
Sponsorshin Thank You Note As landscape PDF
Sponspeship Thank You Nole Ag landscape PEG

Ambassador Awards

Spring 2028/ Auturmm 2028 Young Rurdl Ambassador Entry Form
Spring zcegAutumn 2026 Young Rural Ambassadaor Critens
Spring roasfutumn 2o26 Rural Amibassador Entry Form
Sprng asasshutumn 2oa6 Rural Ambsssador Critaes

Cookery

Cookery Compebilion Polcy Adopted Aug 2024
Cocuery Competirons Handbook

Cookery Waker

Cake Prize Tickets - Prinl

Resull Sheets for Show Finals - Send o your Association

Seomt Show Resulls form
heattve Food Show Resutls form

Resull Sheets for Assocmation Finals - Send bo 5A Counlry Shows

Fruit Cake Semi-Final Resulls form
Genog Cake Seme-Final Resulls form
Scone Semi-Fingl Resulls form
Mt Food Semi-Rosulls form

Horses

Ag Showe Horee Results template
e Wanser
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©® o SAT 5 SEPT - SUN 13 SEPT

£2) NEW EMAIL

Need to contact the
SA Country Shows Secretariat?

Try our new email address
secretary@sacountryshows.com

HOW STAND

OLD RAM SH

7

Promoting and
Supporting
education

in all fields of
agriculture and

Show Society

FOUNDATION

horticulture.

Royal Agricultural & Horticultural Society of SA Inc

The RA&HS contributes
to the promotion and
success of South
Australia’s primary
industry through the
staging of events and
the rewarding of
excellence.

ROVAL AGRICULTURAL &
HORTICULTURAL BOCIETY QF
SQUTH AUSTRALIA INCORFQRATED
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CHAMPIONSHIPS

2026 STATE FINALS - ROYAL ADELAIDE SHOW

MONDAY 7 SEPTEMBER
MEAT SHEEP YOUNG JUDGES
12:30 PM - SHEEP PAVILION

DAIRY CATTLE YOUNG PARADERS
2:00 PM - DAIRY CATTLE JUDGING LAWN

FRIDAY 4 SEPTEMBER

STATE COOKERY FINALS
2:00 PM - SECRETARY’S BUILDING

SATURDAY 5 SEPTEMBER

YOUNG FARMERS CHALLENGE
6:00 PM - MAIN ARENA

SUNDAY 6 SEPTEMBER

POULTRY YOUNG JUDGES
2:00 PM - POULTRY PAVILION

TUESDAY 8 SEPTEMBER

ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
6:00 PM - ADELAIDE PAVILION

WEDNESDAY 9 SEPTEMBER

DAIRY CATTLE YOUNG JUDGES
9:00 AM - DAIRY CATTLE JUDGING LAWN

GRAIN YOUNG JUDGES
11:00 AM - GOLDEN GRAINS, OLD RAM SHED

THURSDAY 10 SEPTEMBER

MERINO FLEECE YOUNG JUDGES
10:30 AM - SHEEP PAVILION

MERINO SHEEP YOUNG JUDGES
1:30 PM - SHEEP PAVILION

SUNDAY 13 SEPTEMBER

BEEF CATTLE YOUNG PARADERS
TBC - BEEF CATTLE JUDGING LAWN

BEEF CATTLE YOUNG JUDGES
TBC - BEEF CATTLE JUDGING LAWN

FIND US AT THE SA COUNTRY SHOWS STAND IN THE OLD RAM SHED
A STOP ON THE YELLOW BRICK ROAD
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Friday 17 July Friday 7 August
Symposium Delegates meeting

Tuesday 8 September
Annual Awards Dinner

Friday 17 July Friday 4 September
Youth Presentation Dinner Cookery Competitions State Finals

Friday 21 November
Executive meeting

Saturday 18 July Sat 5 - Sun 13 September

Awards Dinner bookings open Royal Adelaide Show

SA Country Shows State Coordinator - Peter Angus
ambassadorawards@sacountryshows.com

Central Districts Shows Association -
cdsa.ambassadorcoordinator@gmail.com

South East of SA & Border Show Societies Association -
sebssaambassadorcoordinator@gmail.com

Northern Agricultural Shows Association of SA -
nasaambassadorcoordinator@gmail.com

Central Districts Shows Association
cdsashows@gmail.com

Eyre Peninsula Shows Association
yallundaflatshow@gmail.com

Kangaroo Island Shows Association
nictremaine91@gmail.com

Murray Lands Agricultural Shows Association

mlands610@gmail.com

* President

{ Mr Michael Scott
0403 313 742
mjdscottl3@gmail.com

Junior Vice President
Mrs Julianne Wandel
' 0429 098 526

Secretariat

Mrs Kaye Butler

08 8210 5229
secretary@sacountryshows.com

Government of South Australia
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Eyre Peninsula Shows Association -
epsa.ambassadorcoordinator@gmail.com

Murray Lands Shows Association -
mlasa.ambassadorcoordinator@gmail.com

Southern Country Shows Association -
scsaambassadorcoordinator@gmail.com

Yorke Peninsula Shows Association -
ypsaambassadorcoordinator@gmail.com

Northern Agricultural Shows Association of SA
nasasecretaryl@gmail.com

SE of SA & Border Show Societies Association
sebordershows@gmail.com

Southern Country Shows Association
scsaexec@gmail.com

Yorke Peninsula Shows Association
ypshowsassociation@outlook.com

Senior Vice President
Mrs Amanda Lock
0418 813 214

Youth Competitions Coordinator
* % Mr Joshua Wiltshire
4% 0410 678 458
~ youthcompetitions@sacountryshows.com

Ambassador Awards Coordinator

Mr Peter Angus

0408 826 009
ambassadorawards@sacountryshows.com

Medallion M ‘W‘
Sponsors e Shosw Society

FOUNDATION

Angove Wines | Creative Native | Laucke | Gallagher | Manassen Foods | Nutrien Ag Solutions | RM Williams | Stock Journal | Showmens’ Guild SA
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	SYMPOSIUM
	Every July country show volunteers come together at the Adelaide Showground to discuss issues affecting our shows. Join us for a day of networking and information.
	The SA Country Shows Symposium is on Friday the 17th of July, followed by the Youth Presentation Dinner which includes the Young Rural Ambassador Award State Finals, presentation of National Young Judges representatives and winner of the Innovation Award.
	Register for the Symposium with Kaye, secretary@sacountryshows.com
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	Medallion Sponsors
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	20 YEARS OF THE YOUNG RURAL AMBASSADOR AWARD
	In 2006 the first state final for the Young Rural Ambassador Award (YRA) was held with nine state finalists from across South Australia. The first winner was awarded to John Nicholas and a state final has been held every year, with the exception of 2020, due to the COVID-19 Pandemic.
	2026 marks the milestone of 20 years of the award, which was created to identify and encourage young people aged between 16 and 19 years of age involved with country shows to recognise their contributions and develop their skills. The award provides young people a forum to express their views through education and experience, and to develop closer links with the primary industries in South Australia.
	For the first three years from 2006 until 2008, the title was the Young Rural Ambassador Youth Award, which was a little convoluted to say and write. So in 2009 the name was changed to Young Rural Ambassador Award, to complement the Rural Ambassador Award.
	The award serves as a stepping stone into the Rural Ambassador Award (RA) for 20- to 30-year-olds, and we have had many YRA state finalists enter the RA state finals, which has been incredibly pleasing and highlighting succession planning is working in local rural and regional communities.
	Currently on the SA Next Generation Executive Committee, 12 of the 14 members are past YRA state finalists, including 5 state winners.
	Planning is well underway for the 2026 state final with 8 finalists competing for the honour of winning the 20th YRA state final. We wish all of them the very best and hope they enjoy the educational experiences and networking opportunities offered to them.
	Below is the honour roll of past YRA state winners, with representation from 5 of the 7 show associations.
	Peter Angus Young Rural Ambassador Award State Coordinator


	Young Rural Ambassador Award State Winners Honour Roll
	2006    Northern                           Orroroo Show                   John Nicholas 2007    South East & Border       Kingston                             Emily    Coote 2008    Central                              Tanunda                             Crystal Rudiger 2009    Murray Lands                   Pinnaroo                            Jeremy  Schutz 2010    Northern                           Kapunda & Light              William Denholm 2011    Northern                           Gawler                               Aaron Bain 2012    South East & Border       Mundulla                           McKeely Maney 2013    South East & Border       Keith & Tintinara              Carly Gogel 2014    Northern                           Melrose                             Alistair Keller 2015    Northern                           Eudunda                            Kahlia Jenke 2016    Southern                           Coonalpyn                         Caitlin Marshall 2017    South East & Border       Mundulla                           Lachy Johnson 2018    Central                              Mt Pleasant                       Caitlin Heppner 2019    Northern                          Eudunda                             Garry Schutz 2020    N/A                                                        2021    Central                              Mt Pleasant                      Jacqui Palk 2022    Northern                          Clare                                   Cody Jones 2023    Northern                          Gawler                               Mackenzie Wilson 2024    Southern                          Murray Bridge                  Elsie Johnson 2025    South East & Border      Naracoorte                        Shayla Lepse
	10 Year Reunion Young Rural Ambassador Award  State Winners
	2006 Runner-up Emily Braybrook and winner John Nicolas


	From Country Shows to the Commonwealth: A Year of Learning, Leadership and Opportunity
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	ASSOCIATION AMBASSADOR FINALS
	Northern Agricultural Shows Association  Young Rural Ambassador finalists
	Northern Agricultural Shows Association  Rural Ambassador finalists
	South East of SA & Border Show Societies Association  Young Rural Ambassador finalists
	South East of SA & Border Show Societies Association  Rural Ambassador finalists
	Central Districts Shows Association  Rural Ambassador and Young Rural Ambassador Finals
	Southern Country Shows Association  Rural Ambassador and Young Rural Ambassador Finals
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	AROUND THE SHOWS
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	NEXT GEN NEWS
	SA Next Gen starts off each year with our annual Committee Planning Day in February, where we map out the year ahead and build a jam-packed calendar of events. From country show visits and networking events to educational workshops, Young Farmer Challenges, bursaries, dinners and regular meetings, there's always something happening!
	We kicked off the year at the SA Sheep Expo, where we hosted a Young Farmer Challenge for participants. It was a fantastic opportunity to combine agricultural education with hands-on, fast-paced fun, giving competitors the chance to test their skills in an entertaining team challenge.
	Our committee and members also headed to the picturesque Yorke Peninsula for our annual regional trip. The weekend was packed with networking, educational tours across a range of agricultural and hortiacultural businesses, and visits to local showgrounds. Alongside plenty of laughs and great company, it was a valuable opportunity to learn more about our primary industries and the communities that bring us together. We've had an incredible start to the year—but we're only just getting started!
	Coming up, we're excited to host our Boots and Black Tie Ball, a fantastic evening of networking and celebrating young people making a difference in agriculture and their volunteer communities. Join us on Saturday 1st August at the Adelaide Pavilion. Your ticket includes food, drinks, entertainment and inspiring guest speakers.
	If there's one event you don't want to miss, though, it's our Youth in Ag Day at the Royal Adelaide Show! This year's event will be held on 5th September 2026. Come along to watch the Young Farmer Challenge Quiz on the Goyder Pavilion Main Stage at 11:00 am, then cheer on competitors in the State Young Farmer Challenge at 6:00 pm in the Main Arena before the night show.
	Want to keep up with everything we're doing or get involved? Follow us on social media and come along to one of our events—we'd love to see you there!
	Facebook @sanextgen  Website www.sanextgen.com

	WEBSITE TIPS
	Did you know...? You can find all of these useful documents, results forms, sponsor notes, entry forms and more in the Member Login area of the SA Country Shows website. Speak to your show or association secretary if you need information from the Member Login portal.
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	SHOW STAND
	VOLUNTEER AT THE ROYAL ADELAIDE SHOW


	NEW EMAIL
	Promoting and Supporting education in all fields of agriculture and horticulture.
	2026 ROYAL SHOW DATES
	2026 STATE FINALS - ROYAL ADELAIDE SHOW
	FIND US AT THE SA COUNTRY SHOWS STAND IN THE OLD RAM SHED A STOP ON THE YELLOW BRICK ROAD


	IMPORTANT DATES
	Friday 17 July Symposium
	Friday 17 July Youth Presentation Dinner
	Saturday 18 July Awards Dinner bookings open
	Friday 7 August Delegates meeting
	Friday 4 September Cookery Competitions State Finals
	Sat 5 - Sun 13 September Royal Adelaide Show
	Tuesday 8 September Annual Awards Dinner
	Friday 21 November Executive meeting

	ASSOCIATION AMBASSADOR COORDINATORS CONTACTS
	SA Country Shows State Coordinator - Peter Angus ambassadorawards@sacountryshows.com
	Eyre Peninsula Shows Association -  epsa.ambassadorcoordinator@gmail.com
	Central Districts Shows Association -  cdsa.ambassadorcoordinator@gmail.com
	Murray Lands Shows Association -  mlasa.ambassadorcoordinator@gmail.com
	South East of SA & Border Show Societies Association  -  sebssaambassadorcoordinator@gmail.com
	Southern Country Shows Association -  scsaambassadorcoordinator@gmail.com
	Northern Agricultural Shows Association of SA -  nasaambassadorcoordinator@gmail.com
	Yorke Peninsula Shows Association -  ypsaambassadorcoordinator@gmail.com

	ASSOCIATION CONTACTS
	Central Districts Shows Association cdsashows@gmail.com
	Northern Agricultural Shows Association of SA nasasecretary1@gmail.com
	Eyre Peninsula Shows Association yallundaflatshow@gmail.com
	SE of SA & Border Show Societies Association sebordershows@gmail.com
	Kangaroo Island Shows Association nictremaine91@gmail.com
	Southern Country Shows Association scsaexec@gmail.com
	Murray Lands Agricultural Shows Association mlands610@gmail.com
	Yorke Peninsula Shows Association ypshowsassociation@outlook.com

	CONTACT INFORMATION
	President Mr Michael Scott  0403 313 742 mjdscott13@gmail.com
	Junior Vice President Mrs Julianne Wandel 0429 098 526
	Secretariat Mrs Kaye Butler 08 8210 5229 secretary@sacountryshows.com
	Senior Vice President Mrs Amanda Lock 0418 813 214
	Youth Competitions Coordinator Mr Joshua Wiltshire 0410 678 458 youthcompetitions@sacountryshows.com
	Ambassador Awards Coordinator Mr Peter Angus 0408 826 009 ambassadorawards@sacountryshows.com
	Please email news from your Show and Association for the newsletter to secretary@sacountryshows.com
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